Saturday Vigil

Instructions
This is a service of light and word. Generally, the Paschal
Candle it lit outside and the church processes in together. If
you have a fire pit outside, then weather-permitting, light it up!
Spend some time outside with your family or roommates, and
when it comes time to begin service, light a candle outside
and walk in with it. The tradition is to light a candle after each
reading (seven, total). Otherwise, open a window or turn on a
light after each reading. Children, you can help with this!
Lighting of the Paschal Candle
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our
Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites
her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in
vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which,
by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share
in his victory over death.
Let us pray.
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your
people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and
grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly
desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of
everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Songs of Worship

The Mystery of the Word
Readings
A reading from Genesis, 1:1-2:2
Let us pray. (Silence)
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may
share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Light a candle
A reading from Genesis, 22:1-18
Let us pray. (Silence)
God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name
multiply, by the grace of the Paschal sacrament, the number
of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled
your promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*Light a candle
A reading from Exodus, 14:10-15:1
Let us pray. (Silence)
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to
our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty
arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a
sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of
Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be
numbered among the oﬀspring of Abraham, and rejoice in
the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Light a candle

A reading from Isaiah, 4:2-6
Let us pray. (Silence)
O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night: Grant that we, who serve you
now on earth, may come to the joy of that heavenly
Jerusalem, where all tears are wiped away and where your
saints for ever sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred
mystery; by the eﬀectual working of your providence, carry
out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world
see and know that things which were cast down are being
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made
new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection
by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Light a candle

*Light a candle

A reading from Isaiah, 55:1-11
Let us pray. (Silence)

Sermon

O God, you have created all things by the power of your
Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the
water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring
forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Light a candle
A reading from Ezekiel 36:24-28
Let us pray. (Silence)
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery
established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all
who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Light a candle
A reading from Zephaniah 3:12-20
Let us pray. (Silence)

Collect
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the
glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church that
Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we,
being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in
sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

